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About the Music - - -

Michael Lewis Fallacaro was the Principal Clarinetist of the C.W. Post Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, and
Symphony Orchestra. A graduate of Smithtown High School on Long Island, he completed some university study at
Manhattanville College before coming to C. W. Post. He was a highly respected and endeared musician. As fate would
have it, on February 7, 2006, while on his way to band rehearsal, Michael’s life was taken in a tragic car accident. He was
22 years of age and only one semester away from graduating.

Dr. James W. McRoy, Professor of Music and Director of Bands, joined the faculty of C.W. Post in 1998. He has an
earned doctorate in Instrumental Conducting from Ball State University and wvas a high school band director for ten years.
Past President of the New York State Band Directors Association, he'maintains an active schedule as a guest conductor,
clinician, speaker, and adjudicator in both North America and Asia:

Founded in 1954, the C. W. Post Campus of Long Island University.is located or+307 Acres on the north shore of Long
Island, New York, 30 miles outside of downtownNew York City. With235,undergraduate and graduate degree programs
to choose from, C. W. Post has achieved natienalrecognition foi.its conieinporary and cooperative approach to education.
Itis also recognized as one of the nation”smest beautiful eollege campuses.

To the Conductor - - -
The contrapuntal nature of Ascension requiresthatbalance be achieved among all sections, particularly where there is a

great deal of transparency (ms. 46-59). Similarly, the broad chorale-like setting allows for a great deal of latitude of
expression that can be explored at each playing.

About the Composer - - -

Carl Strommen is an award-winning ASCAP composer and arranger who makes his home on Long Island, New York.
He is a member of the adjunct faculty at the C. W. Post Campus of Long Island University, where he teaches orchestration
and composition.
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