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About the music – 

In	  North	  America,	  Christmas	  is	  one	  of	  the	  biggest	  annual	  holidays,	  but	  in	  Japan	  the	  most	  important	  and	  
elaborate	  holiday	  is	  Oshogatsu—the	  celebra<on	  of	  the	  New	  Year.

Oshogatsu	  is	  typically	  spent	  with	  family.	  More	  than	  just	  a	  day,	  the	  New	  Year’s	  holiday	  typically	  lasts	  for	  a	  week	  
beginning	  on	  December	  28	  and	  running	  through	  the	  January	  6.	  This	  <me	  of	  the	  year	  is	  full	  of	  rich	  tradi<ons.

Observed	  during	  the	  days	  leading	  up	  to	  New	  Year’s	  Eve,	  osoji	  (“cleaning”)	  is	  part	  of	  the	  Oshogatsu	  ritual—a	  
Japanese	  equivalent	  of	  “spring	  cleaning.”	  This	  is	  observed	  near	  the	  end	  of	  the	  year	  because	  the	  Japanese	  believe	  
this	  is	  a	  good	  <me	  to	  “purify”	  one’s	  environment—allowing	  for	  a	  fresh	  start	  for	  the	  coming	  twelve	  months.	  Osoji	  
has	  its	  origins	  in	  the	  religious	  significance	  of	  purifica<on.	  In	  Japan,	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  <me	  is	  oRen	  spent	  cleaning	  up	  
houses,	  shops	  and	  offices.

In	  this	  musical	  seTng,	  the	  composer	  has	  used	  various	  themes	  to	  bring	  this	  very	  illustrious	  holiday	  to	  life.	  	  It	  is	  
very	  important	  to	  adhere	  to	  the	  various	  tempo	  and	  style	  changes	  throughout	  this	  work.	  	  It	  is	  the	  hope	  of	  the	  
composer	  that	  your	  students	  and	  audience	  enjoy	  this	  work!

http://www.denniseveland.com
http://www.denniseveland.com
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