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About the composer - 
Dr. Timothy B. Rhea is Director of Bands and Performing Ensembles at Texas A&M University. As 
Director of Bands, he serves as administrative head of the university band program (800 students), 
serves as conductor of the University Wind Symphony, and is the director of the nationally famous 
"Fightin' Texas Aggie Band." As Director of Performing Ensembles, he additionally oversees the 
activities of the jazz ensemble, orchestra, and choral programs.

Currently in his twenty-first year, he came to Texas A&M University in June of 1993 following a year of 
public school teaching in LaPorte, Texas - near Houston.

Dr. Rhea is a graduate of DeKalb, Texas High School and grew up in the 
music programs of the Texas public schools. He earned the Bachelor of Music 
Education with honors from the University of Arkansas where he was a 
private conducting student of Eldon A. Janzen. He earned the Master of 
Music in Wind Conducting from Texas Tech University where he studied with 
the late James Sudduth. During his time at Tech, he served as assistant 
conductor of the University Symphonic Band and graduate assistant director 
and musical arranger to the Texas Tech University Marching Band, where he 
worked with Keith Bearden. Dr. Rhea was awarded the Doctor of Musical 
Arts in Wind Conducting and Composition from the University of Houston in 
May of 1999. In July of 1999, he was awarded the Outstanding Young 
Bandmaster of the Year for the state of Texas from Phi Beta Mu. In December 

of 2000, Dr. Ray Bowen, former President of Texas A&M University, presented Dr. Rhea with the 
President's Meritorious Service Award to Texas A&M University.

Dr. Rhea was named conductor of the TAMU Wind Symphony in 1995. During his tenure at Texas 
A&M University, Dr. Rhea has conducted the Wind Symphony for conventions of the Texas Music 
Educators Association (five times), the College Band Directors National Association (two times), the 
Midwest International Band & Orchestra Clinic, the Western International Band Clinic, and the 
American Bandmasters Association (2009 convention host), as well as in settings such as New York's 
Carnegie Hall, the Meyerson Symphony Center of Dallas and the Wortham Center of Houston, and on 
tours which have taken the band throughout the state of Texas. On their European tours (1999, 2001, 
2004, 2007, 2013), Dr. Rhea has conducted the Wind Symphony during performances in Ireland, 
England, Austria, Germany, Italy, and the Czech Republic. Under his direction, the Wind Symphony has 
released several internationally popular compact discs, all with Mark Records in New York.

About the music – 

The Slavic Woman’s Farewell is one of the best known marches in Russia and enjoyed immense 
popularity during World War I. Agapkin supposedly was inspired to write this march after 
having seen newsreels of the Balkan War.

This present edition was prepared by Timothy Rhea for the Texas A & M University Symphonic 
Band for their February 1994 performance at the Texas Music Educator's Association 
Convention in San Antonio, Texas. It was done using the original Russian band score as well as 
recordings by various Russian military bands.
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